SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4. 


FEW SHOWERS, 
High: 76 
Low: 62 


30%chance dinu” 


ofrain i} 


‘Sunday: Cloudy, 78/63 
Monday: Cloudy, 80/61 
Tuesday: Cloudy, 79/64 


‘Details onthe back of Metro 


The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 


AJC.co 


$2.00 


METRO, B1 


HOW ATLANTA’S MAYORAL 
RACE HAS TOPPED $10M 


BUSINESS, A9 


WHAT'S KEEPING RENTERS 
FROM BUYING INSTEAD 


LIVING, D1 


WHY DAN RATHER 
WANTS TO UNITE 


PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS 


Attorney Charles Huddleston (left) and Meria Carstarphen, superintendent of Atlanta Public Schools, 
are all smiles after DeKalb Judge Alan Harvey's ruling that allows Fulton County to collect tax money 
after a plea from Fulton County Attorney Patrise Perkins-Hooker. 808 ANDRES PHOTOS / BANDRES@AJC.COM 


Judge clears Fulton 
to mail tax bills 


Mailing date is Nov. 
15; problems still exist 
with county tax digest. 


By Arielle Kass 
akass@ajc.com 

and Vanessa McCray 
vanessa.mecray@ajc.com 


Applause broke out in a court- 
room Friday, after a judge granted 
Fulton County permission to 
send property tax bills to its resi- 
dents. But the local officials who 
praised the decision, saying it 
forestalled drastic cuts, quickly 
warned school furloughs and gov- 
ernment belt-tightening would 
still come. 

DeKalb County Judge Alan Har- 
vey said in Fulton County Supe- 
rior Court that it was “abundantly 
clear” that the criteria for request- 
ing a temporary collection order 
had been met. He granted the 


In Fulton County court, DeKalb Judge Alan Harvey's decision to allow 
the mailing of tax bills affects the cash flow of two school systems, 


county permission to send tax 
bills based on the 2017 assess- 
ments, which in many cases are 
based on 2016 values, as attor- 
neys requested, in order to pre- 


1S cities and Fulton County government. 


vent further delays. 
Patrise Perkins-Hooker, the 
county attorney who argued the 


Tax hearing continued on AS 


IN YOUR SCHOOLS 


List of worst 
schools includes 
41 in metro 


State-mandated 
‘turnaround plans’ 
could be triggered. 


By Ty Tagami 
ttagami@ajc.com 


Schools that routinely perform 
at the bottom in Georgia could 
be targeted for intervention and 
possible takeover by the state, 
and nearly half of them are in 
metro Atlanta. 

Anew state law targets schools 
based on their repeat perfor- 
mances on the annual report card 
for schools, which was released 
‘Thursday. Those with scores aver- 
aging in the bottom 5 percent over 
three years get placed on the list 
for potential intervention. 

The Governor’s Office of Stu- 
dent Achievement crunched the 
numbers and on Friday released 
the official list of “turnaround eli- 


gible schools.” Of the 104 low- 
est performers in Georgia, 41 
are in metro Atlanta — 16 each 
in Atlanta and DeKalb County, 
eight in Fulton County and one 
in Clayton County. 

They could be targeted for 
“turnaround” plans mandated 
by the state. Failure to fulfill the 
plans could have consequences 
including wholesale replacement 
of teachers and principals and 
even removal of the schools from 
school district management. 

Superintendents of the big 
metro Atlanta districts pointed to 
progress they've already achieved 
in their listed schools and some 
suggested that Georgia officials 
look elsewhere to intervene. 

“I'm glad that the state is 
doing what they’re doing but 
we've already started our pro- 
cess,” said Meria Carstarphen, 


Schools continued on A8 


FEDERAL TAX OVERHAUL 


plan could 


Tax 


rattle home sales 


Mortgage deduction 
change will affect 
higher-priced homes. 


Conor Dougherty 
©2017 The New York Times 


‘The Republican tax plan takes 
aimat the most sacred of cows: the 
provision that subsidizes home- 
ownership by allowing the deduc- 
tion of interest on mortgage debt. 

For most of America, the effect 
would be minimal. The bill would 
make the deduction available on 
debt of up to $500,000, instead 
of $1 million. That’s more than 
double the median home price 
of roughly $200,000. Fewer than 
3 percent of mortgages are for 
more than $500,000, according 


to CoreLogic. 

But if the idea holds — and his- 
tory suggests that will be difficult 
— it will echo loudly through high- 
er-priced cities on the coasts. 

“The impact on the market is 
going to be recognizable,” said 
Ure R. Kretowicz, chief execu- 
tive of Cornerstone Communi- 
ties, a homebuilder in San Diego. 
“There’s going to be less incen- 
tive to build, and less incentive 
to buy.” 

For the builders, it will also 
squeeze the high end of the mar- 
ket, where the biggest profits lie. 
The stocks of homebuilders fell 
sharply on Thursday, the day 
the plan was announced: Len- 
nar was down 3.3 percent, KB 


Mortgages continued on A12 


DESERTION CASE 


Bergdahl spared from prison in desertion case 


Trump calls ruling 
a ‘complete and 
total disgrace, 


ByJonathan Drew 
Associated Press 


FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Army Sgt. 
Bowe Bergdahl, who walked away 
from his post in Afghanistan and 
triggered a search that left some of 
his comrades severely wounded, 
was spared a prison sentence by 
a military judge Friday in what 


President Donald Trump blasted 
asa “complete and total disgrace.” 
‘The judge gave no explanation 
of how he arrived at his deci- 
sion, but he reviewed evidence 
that included the five years Berg- 
dahl was held captive by the Tal- 
iban and the wounds suffered by 
troops who searched for him, 
including one who now uses a 
wheelchair and cannot speak. 
‘The case was politically divisive. 
President Barack Obama traded 
Taliban prisoners to bring Berg- 
dahl back, drawing sharp Repub- 


Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl 


lican criticism. As a presidential 
candidate, Trump called for the 
soldier to face stiff punishment. 
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He could have received up to life 
in prison. 

‘The judge also gave the 31-year- 
old a dishonorable discharge, 
reduced his rank from sergeant 
to private and ordered him to 
forfeit pay equal to $1,000 per 
month for 10 months. 

In court, Bergdahl appeared 
tense, grimaced and clenched 
his jaw. His attorneys put their 
arms around him and one pat- 
ted him on the back. One defense 


Bergdahl continued on A12 


FALL BACK 

Daylight saving time ends Sunday 
morning. You should set your 
clocks back onehour at 2a.m. 
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